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Description
Requiring racial impact statements for bills that create a new crime, modify an existing crime, or modify the
penalty for an existing crime

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

The following fiscal estimate is limited to the fiscal effect of Assembly Bill 752 on the Wisconsin Legislative
Council, which provides staffing support to the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties.

Assembly Bill 752 requires the Joint Review Committee on Criminal Penalties (“the Joint Review
Committee”) to prepare a racial impact statement on any bill that creates a new crime, modifies an existing
crime, or modifies the penalty for an existing crime. Racial impact statements must include the following
information: (a) an estimate of the number of criminal cases per year that the bill will affect; (b) the impact on
members of racial minority groups; (c) the effect on operations of correctional institutions; and (d) any other
matter the Joint Review Committee considers appropriate. The bill allows the Joint Review Committee to
obtain the assistance of other state agencies in preparing its racial impact statements.

Assembly Bill 752 also requires the Joint Review Committée to issue a finding as to whether the bill has a
disparate impact on members of racial minority groups. If the bill is determined to have such a disparate
impact, the author of the bill must take certain actions.

The Legislative Council, as staff to the Joint Review Committee, will likely prepare the required racial impact
statements at the direction of the committee. The Legislative Council will confer with other state agencies,
including the Department of Corrections and the State Court System, to compile required information.
However, the number of impact statements that must be prepared and the time required is unknown and will
vary from one legislative session to another. During the current session, 79 bills have been introduced that
would require a racial impact statement because the bills create a new crime or revise an existing penalty.
The Legislative Council will prepare the impact statements and absorb related costs within its present
budget, to the extent possible.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications




